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Introduction

Years ago many towns had their “home town” teams, usually softball, baseball or basketball.  My 
home town, Miles City, Montana, had such a baseball team and a basketball team.  These teams were 
made up of adults who were beyond high school.  I was fortunate to be on our city baseball team after 
my high school graduating in 1956.  These teams played other home town teams or sometimes 
traveling teams like the Globe Trotters or the House of David.  In our case we also played against teams
from military bases in our area.

Prophetstown had a number of such teams.  One was called the Rinky Dinks, made up of Lawrence 
Kiner’s Sunday School boys.  You will see their name spelled like this, Rinkey, or like this Rinky.  I 
prefer the latter since it is what appears on their basketball.

This is what we know about them and our other “home town” teams. 
Note – you will, most likely, be shocked at the scores.



The Rinky Dinks

The Rinky Dinks in 1927.

Two Games Here
Rinky Dinks and Prophets Both Were 

Victorious Over Sterling Teams Last Night
From the Echo, December 1, 1926.

Two more wins were chalked up for local teams in basketball last night when the Prophetstown 
Prophets and the Rinky Dinks each won their games with teams from Sterling Baptist Sunday School at
the Congregational gym.

The Rinky Dinks played first and won a listless game without any trouble from the opponents by a 
score of 10 to 5.  Not many fouls were called ,but the game seemed to lack the pep that the Rinkys 
usually put into their playing.

The line-up included Charles Emery, Kermit Peterson, Robert McNamara, Lester Peterson and Gail
Johnson with Max Mabel in part of the game.

Kermit Peterson was the lucky shot at the basket this time as he got three field goals.  McNamara 
got a field goal.

Yes, the Congregational Church had a gymnasium.  
Our high school was not built until 1928-29, so the Congregational gym was used.



December 9, 1925



March 1926



Independent Teams Win and Lose Games

Clinton Turners Prove Too Much for Boys But Are Defeated by Red Streaks
From the Echo, 1936

Prophetstown basketball teams played two games at Clinton Saturday night losing one and winning 
one.

The Independents lost to the Turner Club by a score of 19 to 20 and the Rock River Red Streaks 
won by a 14 to 10 score from the Turner Club women’s team. Both games were played at the Turner 
Club gym at Clinton in the Turner building.

The first game was played by the women. It started rather slowly and didn’t gain much speed until 
the last half. During the first half girls’ rules were used and this part of the game was refereed by Miss 
Louse DeGarfe, former high school teacher and coach, but who is now teaching in the Keokuk, Ia, high
school

The second half was played according to boys’ rules and was faster than the first half. Irma Morrill, 
forward on the team, did not enter the game until the second quarter as she was late in reaching Clinton
due to car trouble.

The game between the Independents and the Turner Club team was a thriller to the crowd of 
spectators, as the score was tied during most of the game. One lucky shot at the basket near the end of 
the final quarter gave the two necessary points to Clinton. Five men were used by Prophetstown during 
the game while Clinton used eight.

Seven fouls were called on Clinton while only two were called on Prophetstown. Chatterton of 
Clinton was the referee.

Frank Olson was the outstanding shooter of the game. He made several pretty baskets from the 
center of the floor. He succeeded in putting in four field goals. Elmer Olson put in two. Howard 
Burdsall put in one field goal and one free throw. Arnold Waite made one free throw and Charles 
Chamberlain made a field goal.

The line-up was as follows: Frank Olson and Howard Burdsall, forwards; Elmer Olson, center; 
Arnold Waite and Charles Chamberlain, guards.

It is probable that return games between the two teams will be played here sometime in the next 
month.



The Stags Basketball Team

L/R Bob Roman, Jim Anderson, Charles Wheat, Norm Fredericks, Bill Morris, Dick Sommers, 
? Templeton (Dad owned the Tampico Tornado), Jim Fisk, Jim Mathis, 

March 10, 1939

February 12, 1951





November 27, 1954



1953    January 1960



January 1960



This is all of the information we have about these two Independent teams.

The Bear Cats


