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Introduction 

Our community in 2026 is quite different than it was in August 1964 when we arrived in our U Haul truck 
and deposited our family in the house at 411 Riverside Drive. Even the house we came to in 1964 is different 
now. 

1964 2025
An enclosed front porch has been added

Riverside Drive was originally called Water Street. It seemed like a reasonable name because some of Water 
Street actually ran beside Rock River. However, in April 1956 a petition was granted by the City Council 
changing the name from Water Street to Riverside Drive 

Where Terry was sitting. 

Our house

While living in this house something really bizarre happened. We lived here for about one year. One night 
Barbie woke me up screaming that Terry, our son,  was out on the street and had been hit by a car. I assured her 
that he was in the next bedroom asleep. A month or so later she was doing the washing while Terry played in the 
sand box by the clothes line. She came in to get another load of clothes to hang, went back out and a man came 
walking up to the back of the house carrying Terry and asked if she knew who the little boy belonged to. The 
truck driver found him sitting in the street. 



The Businesses

There has been a drastic change in the Prophetstown’s business environment since 1964. When we arrived 
in town there were a total of 118 businesses operating.  According to the Prophetstown Proud web site there are 
about 83 operating today. But Prophetstown is a lot better off then many other small towns we have driven 
through. In all too many cases small town business districts all over the county have declined until in many 
cases there are few, sometimes no businesses left.
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Business Summary

   3 Auto dealers, 2 medical doctors, 2 dentists, 1 chiropractor,
2 plumbers, 3 TV repairmen, 3 grocery stores, 2 lumber yards, 
5 gas stations, 2 painting contractors, 3 clothing stores, 
2 restaurants, 1 piano tuner, 1 auto supply store, 1 music store, 
1 bakery, 1 Railroad, 1 meat market, 2 locker plants, 
   In 1964 we could buy anything we needed right here in 
town, including a new car.



Our 1964 Locker Plants

Our locker plants back then were places where you could keep your frozen food. You might wonder why 
there was a need for such businesses. It was because the refrigerator freezers of that day were much different 
than those today. Very few had much freezer space, usually just a space for a couple of ice cube trays. Some had 
a little space for popsicles or ice cream bars. In the summer when you needed more ice cubes, there was little if 
any space let for other frozen items. We always kept our meat in the Clark Locker Plant and in the summer kept 
other frozen items there as well. It was a challenge to go to the plant, get your ice cream, use it and get it back in 
the locker before it melted.

  The Clark’s Locker Service.
   108 E. Railroad St.

The Whiteside Coop Locker Plant.
116 E. Railroad St.

A couple young fellows in town found a way to enter the locker buildings and steal items out of the lockers, 
which were just large drawers. Those who rented lockers were given a key for their drawer, but these guys were 
able to somehow get to the items inside without using the owner’s key. Many years later when these boys had 
grown up one was telling about what he used to do. One of the guys in the group exclaimed: “So that is how our 
steaks disappeared!” They didn’t bother the hot dogs.

The freezer.



One day we invited my homeroom 6th grade class to visit us. Recognize anyone?


