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Introduction

   We thought it would interesting to look back 100 years and see 
what the Echo had to say back then.  It was hoped that the editor 
would have a lot to say about Thanksgiving, but that was not the case.
Nevertheless, we have put together a booklet that you might find 
insightful.  The last couple of pages gives us a record of all the 
combined Thanksgiving dinners in Prophetstown that day.  
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Back then we had many different
clubs in Prophetstown and they all
held their own Christmas parties.
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His office was in a building that sat
where the cook out is held.
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Walt and his dance band played for
dances all over our area. This is from

March 1925.

Dreamland Hall became what we
knew as the Town Theater which

burned in January 1968.

The Gloom Chasers were organized
by Walt Sommers, who is standing

in the center.

$537 in 1925 would be worth
$12,700 today.
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Yes, there was a Christian
Science group in Prophetstown.

They met in the Grand Army of the
Republic Hall, which is where the

American Legion meets today.
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In 1925 our population as about
1,200.  It is about 1,900 today.

Christmas seals are adhesive labels that are
similar in appearance to postage stamps that are

sold then affixed to mail during
the Christmas season to raise funds and

awareness for charitable programs. Christmas
seals have become particularly associated with

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
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lung diseases such as tuberculosis, and with

child welfare in general 
From Wikipedia

This store sat where the hardware
store is now.  It burned in the fire of

1928.

Thede was in the building that later
became Gentz Buick.

It burned in 2013.

This store sat where the post office
parking lot is now.  It was a wood-

frame building that was demolished.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuberculosis
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We do not know where this business
was located.  But given my love of

chocolate I would have been a
frequent customer in 1925, had I

been here.

Check out these prices.  Keep in mind that the average
yearly income in 1925 for a typical working person was

only about $3,000.00

Corn was picked by hand back then.  My dad, Vern South,
picked hundreds of bushels in southeastern Nebraska.  It

was hard work during which one worked up quite a sweat.
He told me that one time he worked all day picking corn,

then went to town to buy something, took his wallet out of
the front pocket of his bib overalls and had to wring the

water out of it.  I asked why he did such a job. He told me
he could make more money doing that than anything else.

The Ford dealer was located where Subway is now.  
$290 in 1925 would be worth $5,369 in 2025.
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Seems to me that people were quite
a lot more social back then.


